
Rules of Engagement
 Introduction of Author                                              
 Facilitate Discussion

 Challenge you to Think Through the Process
 Apply the Context to Our Daily Lives
 Internalize the Cost of Discipleship
 Take Aways and Lessons Learned



A Study on “The Cost of Discipleship”

(Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

Chap 2:  The Call to Discipleship

Mark 2:14: As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus
sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, 
and Levi got up and followed him.

 THE CALL goes forth, and is at once followed by the 
response of obedience.

 How could the call immediately evoke obedience?
 The cause behind the immediate following of call by 

response is Jesus Christ himself. It is Jesus who calls, 
and because it is Jesus, Levi follows at once.

 Because Jesus is the Christ, he has the authority to call and 
to demand obedience to his word.

 Jesus summons men to follow him not as a teacher or a 
pattern of the good life, but as the Christ, the Son of God.

 According to our text, there is no road to faith or 
discipleship, no other road—only obedience to the call of 
Jesus. And what does the text inform us about the content 
of discipleship? Follow me, run along behind me! That is all.



A Study on “The Cost of Discipleship” Cont’d

(Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

 When we are called to follow Christ, we are summoned to 
an exclusive attachment to his person.

 No other significance is possible, since Jesus is the only 
significance. Beside Jesus nothing has any significance. He 
alone matters.

 The grace of his call bursts all the bonds of legalism. It is a 
gracious call, a gracious commandment. It transcends the 
difference between the law and the gospel.

 Christ calls, the disciple follows: that is grace and 
commandment in one.

 It is it the exact opposite of all legality. It is nothing else than 
bondage to Jesus Christ alone, completely breaking through 
every program, every ideal, every set of laws.

 Discipleship means adherence to Christ.
 Christianity without the living Christ is inevitably Christianity 

without discipleship, and Christianity without discipleship is 
always Christianity without Christ.
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 It remains an abstract idea, a myth which has a place for the 
Fatherhood of God, but omits Christ as the living Son. And a 
Christianity of that kind is nothing more or less than the end 
of discipleship. In such a religion there is trust in God, but 
no following of Christ.

 Because the Son of God became Man, because he is the 
Mediator, for that reason alone the only true relation we 
can have with him is to follow him.

 Discipleship without Jesus Christ is a way of our own 
choosing. It may be the ideal way. It may even lead to 
martyrdom, but it is devoid of all promise. Jesus will 
certainly reject it.


